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Welcome to our end of the year newsletter and Congratulations to the Class of 2019!

It has been an honor serving you as your Issaquah High PTSA, from the very beginning of the school year
at our New to IHS Night through the wee hours of the morning at the Senior All-Night Grad Party.

As we share our Year in Review, we want to express our sincere gratitude to all of you who have made it

possible for us to meet our mission this year. Without our engaged parent community, we couldn’t do all of
the good works that we do. Please check out our complete end-of-year volunteer appreciation slides here.
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Our mission is to expand educational opportunities and enhance the learning
and social environment at Issaquah High through programs, Volunteers,

advocacy, and financial support.

Over the course of the 2018-2019 school year, we relied on 219 volunteerds to
carry out this mission --- a wealth of community resources in our wonderful IHS
families.

New this year, we created a Family and Community Engagement Committee,
dedicated to creating a vision for engaging families from all communities, and
focusing on ways to reach parents from many cultural communities. Initial
efforts have included offering some of what we do in multiple languages, like
during our opening event, New to IHS Night, when we had tour guides who
spoke each of the three primary languages other than English represented in our
IHS population, Spanish, Korean, and Mandarin. And our “FACE” committee
has brought together several parents interested in helping us connect people

from their cultural communities - not only to what we do as a PTSA do but also
to the larger picture of navigating life at IHS in general. Stay tuned!
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Just How Does PTSA Connect Families of Our High Schoolers?

Let’s face it, our kids are growing up! In the high school environment, we have much less
involvement than when they were younger. In addition to the work of the FACE committee, we also
have a wonderful group of parents who serve as New Family Ambassadors, this year led by Rebecca
Fay and Amber Zielinski. These families welcome in our new families transferring in from other
districts, hosting several social events for parents throughout the year. A College & Career Center
tour and Coffee with Principal Andrea McCormick were new events that parents especially enjoyed.
We were also proud to have Rebecca and Amber recognized by our regional PTSA Council this year
as Outstanding Advocates for our new families.




It kind of depends on how you
count them, because of their
varied scope, content, and
tangibility. Let’s make this a
little fun. This bingo grid
contains our events and
programs. Place an “X” in the
box of each event or program
you have attended or
volunteered your time to make
possible this school year and, if
you achieve a vertical,
horizontal, diagonal, or full
bingo sheet, please submit it to
issaquahhighptsa@gmail.com

with your name. We'll put your
name in a drawing for a school
spirit booster item of your
choice sold at any IHS Booster
Club event. Bonus points if you
tell us how the event you
attended and/or volunteered for
had an impact on you — we just
might share your thoughts on
social media.

We Love Our IHS Teachers and Staff!!!

A big part of what we do to support our teachers and staff over the
course of the year is to help keep them nourished — allowing them
to focus on the important work they do. Through the coordinated
efforts of long-time parent volunteers, Lida Buckner and Mary
Denkenberger, we supply breakfasts at staffwide meetings almost
every month and a full week of meals during Staff Appreciation
Week in May. Many parents cook, bake and serve these foods,
adding a dose of kindness and a pinch of gratitude into every bite
of food served -- for all that our teachers and staff do to grow our
students. We also reimburse them for up to $100 of supplies.

Each year, we receive award nominations from within the school
community for Outstanding Educator. This year’s recipients were
Barbara Irish (Choir teacher), Krista Jaffre (Vision teacher),
Mary Ann Knecht (Language Arts teacher), and Andrew
Shanafelt (Sales & Marketing teacher). Congratulations to these
outstanding teachers and gratitude to all of our teachers and staff
who are making a difference every day for our young adult

learners!
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Sometimes the School Needs Just a Little
Financial Support to Make a Big Difference

Every year, our Grants Committee, this year
masterfully led by Patti Miller, awards funds

to meet needs the school is without current

What's Happening Behind the Scenes?

Some of our volunteers work many hours behind the -
funding to cover. There are three grant cycles

each year and funding is open to all teachers
and staff via an application that describes our
grant criteria. When we have to choose

PTSA in substantial ways. Our webmaster Carolyn
Kennedy has done an amazing job making our site look
professional and function in a user friendly way, as well as

/]
/]
; scenes, helping to improve your experiences with our
/]
/]
g

amongst grant applicants, we prioritize those
projects that have impact on a larger number
of students. This year, we funded the
following projects:

keeping it updated. Our volunteer coordinator Neelu
Cordova has helped connect all of our event and program
chairs to parent volunteers willing to pitch in. Our

Treasurer Blyth Claeys and Assistant Treasurer Elizabeth

. Spanish Voices Online Reading Program $ 560

Mclntyre have tracked all of our income and expenses, Floor Cushions for ASL Classes $ 368
. Authors Live! Presentations & Creative Writing $1,625
keeplng us aleI:t to the man_y ways we can and do spend Choir Piano for Music Instruction $1.500
our membership and other income prudently. And our Self-defense Focus Mitts for P.E. Classes $1,000
Communications Team helps get our message and High Speed Dryer for Photography Class 52210
. . . French Magazine Subscription $ 580
information out there, every day. Hats off to Tracie Jones Metal Storage Drawers for Woodshop Classes $1,200

and Satnam Purewall

We Are So Proud of the Class of 2019: Some Highlights of this Year’s Class

There is no way for us to capture all of the many ways that our IHS students shine — there are so many
ways. We are highlighting here the ones that we know of because they are recipients of PTSA awards.
Isobel Grudin was a National PTA Reflections winner and recipient of an Award of Excellence for her
film production titled “One in Thirteen Million.” At the State PTA level, Mary (MeiRei) Chen won an
Award of Excellence for “Underwater,” as did Max Karpman for “Our True Heroes.” And Stela Szaboova
won an Award of Merit for “True Hero Shines in Bad Times.” These awards honor original works of art.
Our very own Leah Gibson won our PTA Council Acorn Award reflecting her leadership in shepherding
the Reflections Award process at our local and council level. This year’s senior scholarship winners were
Sophia Cuschieri, Drake Chong, Haley Dang, Sarah Hall, and Elodie Huston, each of them
demonstrating the unique way that their path in high school serves as a model for their peers. This year’s
community service honor cord recipients, all 190 of them, representing 33% of the senior class, dedicated
themselves to serving their community in a substantial way. The honor cord is a symbol of this
commitment and we hope their experiences set them on a course to offer themselves to others throughout
their life. And we are also very proud of Aashika Vishwanath, who won the State Men’s Essay Contest.

What'’s Next?

No, it isn’t more snow. Well, maybe it is. But probably not in June. By the time you read this newsletter,
you may be one of the many parents or family members Watching your student walk down the aisle at
graduation. As a PTSA, we are in awe of the road taken that makes it possible for each student who
graduates to do so and believe it is grounded in a community of support that is comprised of many
elements; friends, family, neighbors, teachers, administrators, staff. The Issaquah High PTSA is honored
to have served some small role in this journey and stand beside all parents as you witness your child
complete this life passage. We hope that the senior events we host: the senior breakfast community
gathering, the senior farewell extravaganza of student engagement, and the exciting surprises of the
parent-chaperoned all-night grad party are something that gives you and your students some time to
pause and enjoy it all in the midst of this time of completion of the high school years. What'’s next? We
don’t know. But we'll be here to support our IHS students, families, teachers, and staff every step of the
way.




2018-2019 Issaquah High Volunteers

We are very grateful for all of our volunteers. Without you, we could not do all that we do. We
close this newsletter with a tribute to each of you. We have made a concerted effort to include
everyone who volunteered in this past school year. If we missed or misspelled your name, please
write to our communications team at ithptsacommunications@gmail.com.

Jim Adkins

Mary Adkins
Noreen Alam
Kristen Allen-Bentser
Steve Anderson
Jill Angell

Rick Antezana
Tammy Antezana
Rajasekhar Anumula
Katja Bakker
Madeleine Balgley
Shalini Bansai
Sheila Barlow
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Stephanie Beighle
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Chad Bentsen
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Jordan Bevill
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Yvette Blauvelt
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Jennifer Briody
Lida Buckner
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Leah Gibson
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Leslie Guajardo
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Kristina Hard
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Laura Hassel
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Laura Heffernan
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Amy Higgins
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Cecily Novak
Gudrun Odendaal
Ray Oen

Casey Otley
Christy Otley
Hermann Pais
Michelle Palm
Heekyoung Park
Bhavna Patel
Jennifer Paxton
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Sally Porter
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Wendy Redding
Sue Richards
Dallas Roper-Serumgar
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Terri Sanders
Joanne Sato
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Maria Schaefer
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Laura Schmidt
Sandy Schmidt
Dallas Serumgard
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Leen Shah
Stephanie Shipley
Ron Smith

Sara Smith

Maria Magdalena Sos
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Liz St. Andre

Clara Strassell
Carol Stuckey
Stephanie Su

Susan Sullivan
Girija Krishna Suryad
Janani Swaminathan
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